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To the Right Reverend Father in God 
By Divine Permiſſion 
Lord Biſhop of London, 


Dean of the Chapel Royal, i 
and One of the Lords of 9 
his Majeſties moſt Ho- 9 
nourable Privy Council. if 


My Lo, 
doe live in is ſuch, that Free- 1 
Thinking, ani, what is the 0 
"Conſe Hence of That, 'Free- Ell 
Speaking. is advanced und yrown up 
Into a"profeſst Sect; So that une ſhall 15 | 

hardly * MW 
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hardly go into any Place of publick Re- 
ſort, 4 he will hear the In of Rea- 
ion, as they are pleasd to call them- 
ſelves, fly in the Face of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and vent their Inſolent, and 
daring Reflections on it. 
Tus this, My Lord, moved me, 
when your Lordſhip Summon'd me up 
to Preach in ſo publick an Audience, 
to pitch upon this vert in the Ma- 
nagement of which I hae applied my 
(elf altogether to the Reaſon of Men; 
and endeavour'd to lay before them the 
Self-evidence the Holy Goſpel carries 
with it of it's Divinity; that being con- 
winc'd of the Excellencies of our moſt 
Holy Faith and Religion, Men may, if 
they have any thing of (that they ſo much 
pretend to, acquieſce in it; or at leaſt for- 
bear inſulting ) That which the Genera- 
lity of Men, on ſuch rational and good 

Grounds, believe and reverence. © 
That thus.. Diſ:ourſe. may, in, ſome 
Meaſure, be ſuvſervient io this End, 
K * 7 
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I flatter my ſelf, is the Opinion of the 
12 ht SHER the Lord Ma 
whoſe great Zeal for the Truth of the 
Goſpel as it is profeſsd in our moſt 
excellent Eſtabliſh'd Church, hath, J 
doubt not, diſpos'd His Lordſhip with 
the Court of Aldermen, 7 Order 
the Printing of it. And ſince 
my Duty be me to comply with 
that Order, I humbly preſume to call 
in your Lorpſhips Authority alſo to 
favour the Attempt ; which, however of 


it 1 . and incunteſtible, yet, by rea- 4 


ſon of the profane Petulancies of impi- 
ous Men, ſtands in Need of the uni- 
ted Aſſiſtance both of the Temporal ö 
Magiſtrate, and Spiritual Parent of | 
this great City; and indeed of all that N 
even the higheſt Power on Earth can 9 
Ci 11. | 10 

This uu the Reaſon that Induced me 9 
to take Sanduary in Your Lordſhips 
Patronage; And I dare the more con- 
fidently promiſe my ſelf a kind Recep- 


ton, | 60 
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tion, becauſe the Subjec# of this Diſe 


courſe, as on the foremention'd Account 
it wants, ſo in every reſpect it deſeryes 
Tour Encouragement. 

I farther ask Tour Fatberly Bleſſing 
and Prayers, in order to the deſired 
Succeſs WF this Undertaking of 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's, 


Moſt Obedient, 
And moſt humble Servant, 


Tobias Swinden. 


2 TI M. iii. 16. 


All Scripture is given by Inſpiration 
of God. | 


HIS, with the foregoing Epiſtle, was 
I written by St. Paul to Timothy, whom 
he had conſtituted Biſhop, or rather. 
Primate of the Ephefian Church. In 
which he endeavoursto.perſwade him, 
to Diligence ard Watchfulneſs in. 
| the Diſcharge of his Epiſcopal Office ; 
particularly to uſe his utmoſt Care and. Skill to pre- 
vent the Growth of ſome peſtilent Hereſies, Which, 
he perceiv'd, were even then creeping into the. 
Church, and had already debauch'd the Minds of the 
Afatic Chriſtians. In the 15th Verſe of Chap. 1. 
This thou knoweſt that all they which are in Aſia are turn'd 
away. from me, of whom 1s Phygellus, and Hermogenes. 
And again, Chap 2. 17, 18. And their Word will eat 
as. doth a Canker, of whom is Hymeneus and Philetus, 
who concerning the Truth have erred, ſaying, that the Re- 
8 is paſt already, and overthrow the Faith of 
ame. | 


B. In, 


» - - 0 _ — 
2 


— um 


£ 
: 
* 
45 
1 
= 
1 
Fi 
h 


_ — — 


* < — — — 460 
— 8 ld one 


gs = > 


— 
— — 2 
— 
— 


3 


— — —— 


The Divine Original 


In this. Chapter he gives a more particular Chara- 
cter and Deſcription of them; whereby it plainly ap- 
pears, that they were no other than the Gnoſtic Here. 
| ticks, a Generation of Men infinitely proud and con- 
ceited, who borrow'd their Name from their Preten- 
| ces to greater Meaſures of Knowledge and Sanctity 
| than others. They were Baaſters, proud, Blaſphemers, 
diſobedient to Parents, without natural Affection, ever 
2 but never able to come to the Knowledge of tho 

ruth. | | 


—  ———— CH 


Having thus far ſhewn him both the Perſons, and 
Errors, he ſhould avoid and oppoſe ; in the following | 
Part of the Chapter he inſtructs him in the poſitive | 
part of his Duty ; ſhews him what Truths he ſhould 
aſſert and maintain in Oppoſition to the growing 
| Hereſie, Verſe 14. But continue thou in the Things 
| which thou haſt learn d, and haſt been aſſured of, knowing 
of whom thou haſt learned them. And that he might 
| not be unprovided and unarmed for this Spiritual 
| Combat, he refers him to the Holy Scriptures, ftom 
whence he might furniſh himſelf with ſufficient Argu- 
ments to detect the Sophiſtry and Falſhood 
carnal Reaſonings. —— 
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All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God, and is proff- 
table for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for In 
dion in Rightemſneſs. | | 


From the former Part of which Verſe, I ſhall 


Firſt, Endeavour to make good the Divine Original 
and Authority of the Hoh Scriptures, that they really 
are, what they pretend to be, the inſpired Word of 
God. And | 


Secondly, J ſhall from thence draw ſome uſeful and | 
practical Inferences. " 1. Firſt, Gti 


and Authority of the Goſpel. 
1. Firſt, therefore of the Divine Original and Au- 
thority of the Holy Scriptures, that they really are, what 
they pretend to be, the mſpired Word of God. 


And here I think it neceſſary to premiſe, that tho 


New Teſtament are the Word of God; tho' they are both 
the Dictates of the ſame infallible Spirit, and deli- 
ver'd unto us by Men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt ; 
fach were Moſes and the Prophets under the Old, ſuch 
were Chriſt and his Apoſtles under the New Teſtament, 
yet I ſhall, in this Diſcourſe, confine my felt princi- 
pally to the Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour. 


Again, neither do I here intend ro inſiſt on thoſe 
extrinſical Arguments, which are generally and perti- 
nently made uſe of upon this Subject ; ſuch are, the ho- 
ty and unexceptionable Life of its Author; the Miracles 
and mighty Works which attended its Delivery ; the 
3 Succeſs of it notwithſtanding all the Attempts 
of the Powers of Darkneſs to the contrary ; I ſay, to 
wave all theſe, at preſent I ſhall only inſiſt upon thoſe 
internal Proofs, that Self-Evidence and Demonſtra- 
tion, the Holy Goſpel carries with it of its own Divinity, 


And they are ſuch as theſe. 
Firſt, The Purity and Excellence of its Precepts. 


Secondly, The Weight of its Rewards and Puniſh 


ments. And 


Thirdly, The Elegance and Per fwaftveneſs of the Stile 
wherein theſe Divine Truths are delivered. 


- Firſt, The Purity and Excellence of the Precepts of the 


Goſpel ſufficiently prove their Divine Authority, and that 
\bey came from God. B 2 By. 


all Scripture, i. e. both the Writings of the Old and 
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The Divme Original 


By the natural Lightand Reaſon of our own Minds, 
we know that God is a ſpiritual, holy, and immaculate 
Subſtance; free, as from the leaſt Mixture and Al- 
lay of Matter, ſo, from the leaſt Stain of Impurity, 
From whence it will follow, that if, at any time, 
He makes further Diſcoveries of his Nature and Will, 
and gives Laws to the World, thoſe muſt needs be 
ſuitable to the Natural Notions we have of him: 
That is, They muſt enforce Virtue by the moſt pro- 
per Motives, and diſcountenance, and put a Stop to 


Vice. 


Since therefore there is no where to be found any 
Body of Precepts ſo admirably contrived, ſo exqui- 
ſitely ſuited to that Purpoſe, as theſe contained in 
the Goſpel, we may reaſonably conclude, that they 
are of Divine Extraction, the Reſults of Infinite Wil. 
dom and Counſcl. This will appear more plain and 
full upon a diſtin& and particular Survey of them. 


To begin with the Credenda, the meer Doctrinals 
of our Faith and Religion, which are ſo pure and 
ſpiritual, as ſhew that Fleſh and Blood never reveal- 
ed them; ſo Sublime and Myſterious, that they cou'd 
never be the Product of Human Wiſdom ; nay, they 
are ſo profound and deep, that, as we read, the ve- 
ry Angels do Sau t carneſtly pry, and deſire 
to look into them, Such are the ineffable Myſtery 
of the ever-bleſſed Trinity ; the Hypoſtatical Union; 
the immaculate Conception and Incarnation of rhe 
Son of God; his leaving the Manſions of his Father's 
Glory; his ſtooping to the Infirmities of Human 
Nature, and converſing with Sinners upon Earth; 


his meritorious Death and Paſſion ; his glorious Re-. 


ſurrection from the Dead; his Aſcenſion into the 
bigheſt Heavens, where he now fits at the right 
Hand of God the Father, Angels and * 
KEY being 


Greece 
one at 
in the 
of it; 
forbid 
make 
cepts 
ſent, 

Study 
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Mind 
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thority 


and Authority of the Goſpel. 
being made ſubje& unto him; his future Approach 


and Coming to Judgment, when he ſhall ſummon all 
the Nations of the World before him, and paſs the 


pointed a Day, in which he will judge the World by that 
Man whom he hath ordained. Theſe, I fay, are Things 
as far beyond the Reach of Human Underſtanding 


to deviſe, as their Truth is above the Malice ot 


their Adverſaries to deſtroy. - 


But if from theſe we 4 on to the Praftic Part 
of the Goſpel, and conſider thoſe Rules which it 
gives for the Government of our Lives and Actions, 


we may be further convinced of the Truth I am 
ſpeaking to, 


How far do the Precepts thereof exceed any Laws 
that were ever given to the World by the wiſeſt 
Lawgivers? Such were Lycurgus and Solon amongſt 
the Grecians ; Numa amongſt the Romans; and Moſes 
himſelf amongſt the Jews. And tho''tis true they 
have their Foundation in the Natural Moral Law, 
yet they add a much greater Weight to theſe Things; 
They improve Morality ro a much higher Pitch, 


than ever it was taught in any of the Academies of 


Greece, or Synagogues of the Jews. There is not 
one affirmative Precept, but either commands Virtue 


in the General, or in ſome particular Act or Habit 


of it; Not one negative Precept, but doth ſtrictly 


forbid ſome Kind or Degree of Vice. And tho' to 


make this appear, by running over the ſeveral Pre- 
cepts of it, would require too much Time at pre- 
ſent, yet whoever applies himſelf to the ſerious 
Study and reading of it, will not only find this ve- 
rified, but will alſo feel the Efficacy of it upon his 
Mind and Practice. For ſuch is the Natural Force 
and Evidence of theſe Truths, that they leave be- 


hind them a ſenſible Conviction of their Divine Au- 


thority upon the Minds of Men. Further 


5 


final and everlaſting Sentence, For God hath ab- 4. 5 
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than 
Further, neither have we our Duty ſet down in * 
general Terms alone, but particularly deſcribed in the E 
its full Extent and Latitude; as it reſpe&s God, our And 
Neighbours, and our ſelves; Nay the Precepts there- very 
of do not only lay a Reſtraint opon our outward A- Theſ 
ctions, but upon our very Thoughts and Affections; Heat: 
They enjoin us not only to abſtain from actual Mur- 7 
der and Adultery, but forbid all private Revenge, the Re 
and the cheriſhing ſo much as an unchaſt Deſite; 
inſomuch as Trypho the Jew, in the Dialogue be- Fo 
tween him Ku Juſtia Martyr, confeſſeth, that the That 
Precepts contained in the Book call'd the Goſpel are attain 
dabhlagd great and admirable: Tho at the ſame Time he tho 
x) uινα,0ü ſeems to ſuggeſt, that they are impracticable, and 1. 
above the Powers of Human Nature to perform. that t 
But in that he talks like himſelf, that is, like a pre- low 
judic'd and carnal Jew. F 
To conclude this Particular therefore; had we Feng 
not the Evidence and Authority of Miracles to con- ons. 2 
firm the Divinity of the Goſpel, yet ſuch is the exalted W 7 
Nature of its Precept, that That alone would evince, of Me 
that It came from no other than the God of unſpot- | 
ted Purity and Holineſs. Ti 
| Secondly, The Divinity of the Goſpel may be further 2 
| proved from the Height and Suitableneſs of its Rewards of the 
| and Puniſhments, in as much as they intorce Virtue, with x 
| and diſcountenance Vice, by the moſt proper and about 
| effectual Motives. ple ſm 
| The moſt wiſe and gracious God, throughly un- . 
ö derſtanding the Frame and Temperament of our theſe t 
| Beings, hath ſuited theſe Things to work upon the World 
moſt prevailing Paſſions and Affections of our Nature; in VI 
| I mean, our Hopes and Fears. What could even 
the Wiſdom of God himſelf have done more * us, Tm 
all 


A 


aud Autlurity of the Coſpel. 
than in this Matter he hath already done? What 
can be imagined more weighty and raviſhing, ot 
more able firmly to engage our Love and Deſire, than 
the Hopes and Aſſurances of being for ever happy? 
And what can move or affect him, upon whom the 
very Terrors of the Lord are uſeleſs and inſignificant ? 
Theſe are Things alone accommodare to alloy the 
Heats and Diforders of our Natures ; and the Want 
F rheſe was the great Defect of all Religions before 
the Revelation of the Everlaſting Goſpel. 
For if we conſider the State of the Heathen World, 
That could nor poſſibly, by the bare light of Nature 


attain unto the Knowledge of theſe Things. And 


tho”, tis true, the more Philoſophical ſort of them 
made 1t probable that their Souls were immortal ; 
that they ſhould deſcend ſilently into the Shades be- 
low, and there meet again with their old virtuous 
Friends and Acquaintance ; yet no Reaſoning of 
theirs could ever encourage them ſo much as to hope, 
that this Reward ſhould be fo vaſtly great and glori- 
ous, as the Goſpel aſſures us it is; there being an infi- 
nite Difproportion betwixt the beſt Services, the beſt 
of Men can perform, and ſuch a Reward as this. 


"Tis true indeed, the Pythagoreans and Platoniſts 
fpake very great and lofty Things of a future State aud 
Happmefs : But alas! if we conſider it, the Number 
of theſe Men was very inconſiderable, if compared 
with thoſe that differ'd from them in their Opinions 
abour theſe Things ; their Authority among the Peo- 
ple ſmall and of no Effect; their Arguments weak 
and unconcluſive, and, in truth rather Wiſhes than 
Proofs of ſuch Things: And of what Force could 
theſe be towards the reclaiming a wicked and naughty 
1 train d up and by long Continuance grown old 
in Vice? oy | 
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If we conſider the State of the World under the 
Diſpenſation of Moſes, *twill appear not to be much 
more perfect. For tho” tis true, the Jeus had, for 
Subſtance, the ſame holy Precepts which are com- 
manded in the Gſpet, yet theſe were inforced by no 
expreſs Promiſes of Eternal Life, nor Threatnings of 
Eteinal Miſery : Neither was a Life to come otherwiſc 
made known unto them, than by bare Tradition, by 
ambiguous Expreſſions of their inſpired Men, or ſuch 
Sayings as implie it only, That the Notices of theſe 
Things were not clear and certain is apparent from 
hence; that there was a numerous and prevailing Sect 
amongſt them, viz. the Sadduces, who, as we read, 


Adr 23. 4. deny d that there was either Reſurrection, Angel or Spirit. 


2 Ji. 1. 
10, 


Virtue? Nay, had we our ſelves been Aſſeſſors at 


And yet, never, that we read of, was this their He- 
reſie condemn'd by any publick Cenſure of the Jew! 
Church. 


But St. Paul puts the Matter beyond. all Peradven- 
ture, when he tells us that Chriſt brought Life and 
Immortality to Light, through the Goſpel. Whence we 
may infer thus much at the leaſt, that in the Goſpel is 
manifeſtly revealed Life and Immortality, which was 
never before made known lo certainly to the World. 


Wherefore to ſumm up and. lay all this together, 
what an unſpeakable Encouragement have we, above 
all other Profeſſions of Men, to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent World? What a mighty Advan- 
tage is it to have ſuch a true and clear Repreſentation 
of the future State of our Souls, ſuch as the greateſt 
Philoſophers, by the beſt Improvements of their Un- 
derſtandings, nor thoſe under the Diſpenſation of 
Maſer had any certain Knowledge of? What Laws 
could the Divine Goodneſs have contrived more wor- 
thy of himſelf, more ſuited to promote " and 


the 


and. Authority f the Coſpel. 
the Throne of Glory when the Almighty tranſacted the 
Redemption of Mankind, could we have deſired any 


more agreeable to, or perfective of our reaſonable Na- 
ture than theſe are? 


But, on the other hand, what a Reproach would it 
be unto us? What a Scandal to our moſt holy Faith 
and Religion! What an Aggravation of our Guilt 
and Miſery, if all theſe Precepts and Promiſes, theſe 
Prohibitions and Threatnings thould prove ineffectual 
upon us? How much more inexcuſable ſhould we be 
than either Jeu or Gentile, if we ſtill purſue the Me- 
thods of Sin, and all theſe Diſcoveries of Faith and 
Knowledge ſerve only to light us down to the Cham- 
bers of Hell? For certainly, if Men be not better'd 
by theſe Means of Grace, they are much the worſe 
for them; They fall into the greater Miſeries, becauſe 
they had the greateſt Advantages and Opportunities 
of being happy. 


Thirdly, The Divinity of the-Goſpel-may be further 
proved from the Conſideration of the very Elegance and 
Per ſuafroeneſs of the Stile of it. 


We have already ſhewn, that the Matters contain- 
ed in the Goſpelare Divine and becoming the Author 
of it. That its Precepts are pure and ſpiritual, its 
Promiſes weighty and momentous, its Threatnings 
terrible and affrighting. We come now to conſider 
the Form or Stile in which they are delivered ; and 
that therein there is the trueſt Oratory and moſt 
prevailing Eloquence. And that will appear if we 
conſider, | | 


Firſt, That the Things therein contain d are deli- 


vered in the moſt proper, familiar,' and perſpicuous 
manner. TR P | 
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The peculiar Excellence and Commendation of any 
Rules of Practice conſiſts in this; that the Matters 
therein commanded, or forbidden N be de- 
livered in a plain, open and familiar Stile; for by this 
means they are ſuited to all Capacities, become of 
publick Uſe, and univerſal Benefit. Now this is no 
where ſo viſible as in theſe inſpired Writings. In all 
human Diſcourſes, how polite and correct ſoever, 
we find much of Froth and Levity. With Divine 
Truth Men will be mixing their learned Impertinen- 
cies, their little Flights of Fancy or Rhetorick, 
their Critical Niceties or Scholaſtick Trifles: But 
here we have the ſame Vein of Plainneſs and Purit 
running through the whole Body of theſe ſacred 
Writings. God hath been pleaſed, in Condeſcenſion 
to our Weakneſs, to bring down Matters of the great- 
eſt Importance to the meaneſt Capacities, and to 
cloath them with Expreſſions caſily underſtood by us. 


Not but that there may be fome Paſlages in 
Scripture obſcure, and above the Reach of ordinary 
Underſtandings : But ſuch being either Problematical, 
or Hiſtorical, or relating to the preſent Circumſtances 
of thoſe Tinies wherein they were tranſacted, they do 
not at all incommode the preſent Truth. Eyery Sci- 
ence hath ſomething in it- which is purely ſpecularive. 
A Man may ealily find his Way to Heaven without 
being able to fathom the Depths of Controverſy. But, 
1 ſay, all thoſe Things which concern Duty and Pra- 
ctice, and the neceſſary Terms of our Salvation, are 
delivered with the greateſt Evidence and Perfpicuity. 
Who is there that cannot underſtand what theſe 
Things mean? This is a faithful Saying, that Jeſus 
Chriſt came into the World to ſave Sinners; that without 
ible to pleaſe God; that without Holineſs 


42, 14, no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Theſe are Things ſo plain 


and ſelb rident, tat Nothing, but Obſtnacy and 
wilful 


and Anthovity of the Goſpel. 11 mk 
wilful Ignorance, can hinder Men from underſtanding 1 
the Meaning of them. And yet theſe, with the like, 

are the Things which make up the Subſtance and 
Foundation of our Religion. So that we may con- 

clude with the Apoſtle. our Goſpel be hid, tis hid + cor. 4. 
to thoſe that are loſt, in whom the God of this World hath 3, 4. 
blinded the Eyes of them that believe not, leſt the Light of 

the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould ſhine unto them. 


Secondly, This may be further evine'd, if we con- 
ſider that all the Truths, therein contain'd, are deli- 
ver'd in a moſt authorative and affectionate manner. 


There is a ſtrange Majeſty, and yet a winnin 
Sweetneſs in the Hile and Phraſe of the Goſpel, a ra 
Mixture of Severity and Condeſcenſion; and that ſuit- 
ed to work upon the different Tempers of Men. To 
thoſe that are of rough and ſullen Diſpoſitions, that 


are harden'd and almoſt incorrigible, it propoſeth 10 
Threatnings, and ſchools them with Frowns and Ter- „ ö | 
rors. Vengeance is mine, I will repay it, ſaith the Lord. Rom. 12. 1 


*Tis a fearful Thing to fall into the Hands of the living God. 1 ; is. 
Will ye not fear Me, who have Power to deſtroy, and have - Ay | 
Power to caſt into Hell? But thoſe that are ingenious Mar. 15. 
and ductile, it cheriſheth with Promiſes, and draws 28. | 
them with the Cords of Love. Come mito me all ye g, e 4 
that labour and are heavy laden Tale my Toke upon you, 11, 28, 29, | 
and learn of Me, for I am meek, and lowly, and ye ſhall 30. 1 
find Reſt unto your Souls. O Jeruſalem, ſerufilem, how *3: 37- 4 
often would I, but thou wouldef? not? And again, sr. John | 
Oh ! that thou hadſt known the Things which belong unto thy 19. 42. 1 
Peace! What Majeſty, and yet what Tenderneſs is 
there in theſe Expreſſions? How affectionate and 
gentle are they, and yet how cogent and empharical ? I 
At once they ſoftly move the Paſſions, and ſtrike Con- + 158 
viction into the Minds of Men. In the Words of the lll. 
Apoſtle, They are quick and re ſharper than any Heb. 4. 11 Wil 
two-edged Sword, piercing to the dividing aſunder of Soul | } 5 
j 
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and Spirit, and are Diſcerners of the Thoughts and Intents 
of the Heart. 


From what hath been ſaid, the Excellence of the 
Goſpel may, I preſume, in ſome Meaſure appear; and 
that, both as to the Matter and Form of it, it hath 
all the Characters and Signatures of a Divine Lau. 


Being therefore ſure that this Goſpel which we 
preach is the H/ord of God; being the Precepts of it 
are ſo divine and pure; the Arguments wherewith 
it inforceth our Duty ſo cogent and ſtrong; the very 
manner of its Expreſſion ſo perſuaſive and convincing : 
In a Word, being therein God: hath plainty revealed 
unto. us the Terms and Overtuxes of our Salvation: 
Let us a little reflect on what hath been ſaid, and 
ſee what Obligation we from thence lie under. And 


Firs?, Let no Man ſay, Iam the Redecmed of the 

Lord; I believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 

and the Truths contained in the Goſpel; therefore, let 
Gal.6. 7. me live as I will, my Faith ſhall ſave me. Be not de- 
ceived ; God is not mocked ; what a Man ſowes that ſhall 

Rom. 6.3, he alſo reap. Know ye not that ſo many of us as were bap- 
4. tix d into Jeſus Chriſt, were baptix d into his Death, that 
we ſhould henceforth walk in Newneſs of Life For tho 

Men may talk plauſibly about Religion, and perhaps 

ive a tollerable Account of the Grounds and Rea- 

— upon which the Truth of. it is built; though they 

may diſpute learnedly, and be able to decide Controver- 

ſies; yet if their Lives have been wicked, and con- 

trary to the main End and Intendment of the Geſpel, 

verily That ſhall profit them nothing. Moſt certainly 

X the Deſign of it was not to make Men talkative, but 
truly good; not ſo much to improve their Under- 
ſtandings, as to teach them how to get Victories o- 
ver their Luſts and Affections, and by that Means to 
| bring them over to God. Wherefore as the Apoſtle 
15 | adviſeth : 


and Authority of the Goſpel. 13 1 
adviſeth : Having theſe Promiſes, dearly Beloved, let us + Cer. 1. G 


cleaxſe our ſelves from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, per- *: | 
fecting Holineſs in the Fear of the Lord. 


Secondly, Another Inference ariſing from what hath {| 
been ſaid, may be to reach us to put a due Eſteem 1 
and Value upon theſe Divine Writings; to look upon F 
them, as what indeed they are, the lively Oracles of | 
God. And therefore to converſe in them with Conſi- | 
deration and Seriouſnefs, to diſcourſe of them with | 
Gravity, Reverence, and an awtul Regard to the ſa- 4 
cred Authority of them; by no means to make them | 
the Subject ot our idle and common Talk, much leſs | 
of our Scorn and Contempt. This indeed would : 
be intollerable. And yet, I-wiſh I could not ſay, 1 
| tis too too frequent. ö 


*Tis the peculiar Humour and Infelicity of this, 


- that it dares be wicked. beyond the Examples of 

; foregoing Ages, and make Sport with thoſe Things, 1 
t which above all others It ought to eſteem and ve- 1 
- nerate. Inſolent and audacious are the Attempts I 
1 that are daily made againſt the Authority and Sa- = 
— credneſs of the Holy Goſpel. But certainly, tis no 4 
it Diſcredit to any Thing or Perſon to be undervalued 

0 and ſpoken againſt, but to deſerve to be ſo: It is | 
s impoſſible for the beſt of Things to eſcape the Cen- 

x ſure and Malice of ill Men. How eaſy is it for a wan- . 
Y ron and drolling Fancy to ridicule the graveſt Mat- 4 
r- ters, and to raiſe a plauſible Objection againſt the M 
n- moſt ſolid and important Truths? Why therefore 1 
el, ſhould we conceive e er the worſe of theſe Divine ö 
ly Writings, becauſe many profligate Men have the 
ut Impudence to ſpeak diſparagingly of them. Blef- 

er- ſed God! into what Times are we fallen! That Fi 
0- what was the conſtant Belief of our Fore-Fathers, 
to for ſo many Hundred Years, for aſſerting the truth of | | | 
* which the beſt and wiſeſt of Men ventur d. Lives y 
th: I 


and (| 
} 
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and Fortunes, and whatever was dear unto them; 
. ſhould at laſt be thought no more. than the Effect 
reams ot a deluded Fancy! 


of Melancholy, or the D 
O Ye Primitive Martyrs! Why were ye ſo laviſh of 
your Blood, why did ye, like ſo many tame Fools 


throw away your Lives for That whoſe Truth you 


were no better aflurd of? Were ye all ſo dull 
and flegmatic, did your Zeal ſo far overbear, and 
extinguiſh your Reaſon, as not to diſcover fo thick, 
ſo palpable an Impoſture? Or if you were in the 
right, certainly the Men of this Age are in a moſt 
ſad and dangerous Errour. 


It were eaſy to proceed much further in this Man- 
ner, by ſhewing the unparalell'd Folly and Madneſs 
of this profane Humour; not only inaſmuch as it af- 
fronts Almighty God, undervalues his Laws and Au- 
thority, and reflects Scandal on our moſt Holy Reli- 
gion; but in reſpect of Men too, as being the moſt 
rude and unmannerly Thing in the World. For is it 
good Manners to be impertinent and troubleſome 
to Company, to fall upon ſuch Diſcourſe as is un- 
pleaſant to thole with whom we converſe? Since 
therefore ſo many Thouſands in the World have juſt- 
ly the greateſt Veneration for theſe ſacred Writings, 
how rude and cruel a Thing would it be thus to 
ſhoot Darts into their very Souls, to undervalue and 
play the Fool with thoſe Things, which above all 
other they eſteem and venerate? If therefore we pre- 
tend to underſtand the Laws of Honour, and civil 
Converſation ; if we challenge to our ſelves a more 
gentcel Nature, a better Breeding, and more li- 
beral Education than others, we ought to forbear 
this baſe, this clowniſh, this wicked Piece of Folly. 


Io conclude; Let all of us, who pretend to be 
Chriſtians; that is to believe the whole Doctrine of 
the Goſpel, in all Reſpects behave our ſelves towards 


1 5 it, 
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and Authority of the Goſpel. 
it, according to its Worth and Dignity ; as bearing 
the Stamp and Impreſs of Almighty God, as being 
the moſt perfect Rule of Faith and Manners, as that 
Standard, by which God will, at the laſt Day judge 
the World. In a Word; Let us Study it, let us 
Meditate upon it, and give it its due Force and 
Influence on our Lives and Converſations. And that 


we may do ſo, let us pray in the Words of our Ho- 
I; Muther the Church. 


Bleſſed Lord, who haft cauſed all Holy Scriptures to 
be written for our Learning : Grant that we may in ſuch 
wiſe Hear them, Read, Mark , Learn, and inwardly Di- 
gelt them, that by Patience and Comfort of thy Holy Word, 
we may embrace, and ever hold fast the Bleſſed Hope of 
everlaſting Life, which thou haſt given is in our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriit Amen. 
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